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India steps up vigil at Walong tri-junction

Indian troops deployed along the disputed Sino-India border in the Himalayan range of the
Arunachal sector have increased their patrolling at a tri-junction of India, China and Myanmar to
prevent a repeat of a Doklam-like standoff.

Near Tibet

The tri-junction is located around 50 km from Walong, India’s easternmost town in Arunachal
Pradesh, near the Tibet region.

“After the Doklam stand-off, we have increased our presence on India’s side of the tri-junction as it
is very important for us from the strategic dimension,” a senior Army official said, adding, “After the
tri-junction in Doklam in the Sikkim sector, this is the most important tri-junction along the Sino-
India border.”

The official said Chinese troops did not enter the tri-junction too frequently, but had developed
road infrastructure near the area, which could be advantageous for the mobilisation of troops.
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the PRS Blog » Internal Security: Examining the Working of the Home Ministry

Each year during the Budget Session, Rajya Sabha examines the working of certain ministries. 
This year it has identified four ministries for discussion, which includes the Ministry of Home
Affairs.  In light of this, we analyse some key functions of the Ministry and the challenges in
carrying out these functions.

What are the key functions of Ministry of Home Affairs?  

The Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) is primarily responsible for: (i) maintenance of internal
security, (ii) governance issues between the centre and states, and (iii) disaster management.  It
also discharges several other key functions that include: (i) border management, (ii) administration
of union territories, (iii) implementation of provisions relating to the official languages, and (iv)
conducting the population census every ten years.

Under the Constitution, ‘public order’ and ‘police’ are state list subjects.  The MHA assists the state
governments by providing them: (i) central armed police forces, and (ii) financial assistance for
modernising state police forces, communication equipment, weaponry, mobility, training and other
police infrastructure.

What is the role of the central armed police forces?

The MHA manages seven central police forces: (i)
Central Reserve Police Force (CRPF) which assists in internal security and law and order, (ii)
Central Industrial Security Force (CISF) which protects vital installations (like airports) and public
sector undertakings, (iii) National Security Guards which is a special counter-terrorism force, and
(iv) four border guarding forces, namely, Border Security Force (BSF), Indo-Tibetan Border Police
(ITBP), Sashastra Seema Bal (SSB) and Assam Rifles (AR).

As of January 2017, the total sanctioned strength of the seven CAPFs was 10. 8 lakhs.  However,
15% of these posts (i.e., about 1.6 lakhs posts) were lying vacant.  The vacancy in the CAPFs has
remained above 7% for the last five years (see Table 1).  In 2017, the Sashastra Seema Bal had
the highest vacancy (57%).  The CRPF, which accounts for 30% of the total sanctioned strength of
the seven CAPFs, had a vacancy of 8%.

How does MHA assist the police forces?

In Union Budget 2018-19, Rs 1,07,573 crore has been allocated to the Ministry of Home
Affairs.  The Ministry has estimated to spend 82% of this amount on police.  The remaining
allocation is towards grants to Union Territories, and other items including disaster management,
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rehabilitation of refugees and migrants, and the Union Cabinet.

The MHA has been implementing Modernisation of Police Forces (MPF) scheme since 1969 to
supplement the resources of states for modernising their police forces.  Funds from the MPF
scheme are utilised for improving police infrastructure through construction of police stations, and
provision of modern weaponry, surveillance, and communication equipment.  Some other
important objectives under the scheme include upgradation of training infrastructure, police
housing, and computerisation.

The scheme has undergone revision over the years.  A total allocation of Rs 11,946 crore was
approved for the MPF scheme, for a five-year period between 2012-13 to 2016-17.  Following the
recommendations of the 14th Finance Commission (to increase the share of central taxes to
states), it was decided that the MPF scheme would be delinked from central government funding
from 2015-16 onwards. However, in September 2017, the Union Cabinet approved an outlay of
Rs 25,060 crore under the scheme, for the period 2017-18 to 2019-20.  The central government
will provide about 75% of this amount, and the states will provide the remaining 25%.

The Comptroller and Auditor General (CAG) has found that weaponry in several state police
forces is outdated, and there is a shortage of arms and ammunitions.  An audit of Rajasthan police
force (2009-14) found that there was a shortage of 75% in the availability of modern weapons
against the state’s requirements.  In case of West Bengal and Gujarat police forces, CAG found a
shortage of 71% and 36% respectively.  Further, there has been a persistent problem
of underutilisation of modernisation funds by the states.  Figure 1 shows the level of utilisation of
modernisation funds by states between 2010-11 and 2016-17.

What are the major internal security challenges in India?

Maintaining internal security of the country is one of the key functions of the MHA.  The major
internal security challenges that India faces are: (i) terrorist activities in the country, (ii) cross-
border terrorism in Jammu and Kashmir, (iii) Left Wing Extremism in certain areas, and (iv)
insurgency in the North-Eastern states.

Between 2015 and 2016, the number of cross-border infiltrations in Jammu and Kashmir
increased by almost three times, from 121 to 364.   On the other hand, incidents of insurgency in
Left Wing Extremism areas have decreased from 1,048 in 2016 to 908 in 2017.

The Standing Committee on Home Affairs noted in 2017-18 that security forces in Jammu and
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Kashmir are occupied with law and order incidents, such as stone pelting, which gives militants the
time to reorganise and perpetrate terror attacks.  The Committee recommended that the MHA
should adopt a multi-pronged strategy that prevents youth from joining militancy, curbs their
financing, and simultaneously launch counter-insurgency operations.

In relation to Left Wing Extremism, the Standing Committee (2017) observed that police and
paramilitary personnel were getting killed because of mine blasts and ambushes.  It recommended
that the MHA should make efforts to procure mine-resistant vehicles.  This could be done through
import or domestic manufacturing under the ‘Make in India’ programme.

What is the MHA’s role in border management?

India has a land border of over 15,000 kms, which it shares with seven countries (Pakistan, China,
Bangladesh, Nepal, Myanmar, Bhutan, and Afghanistan).  Further, it has a coastline of over 7,500
kms.  The MHA is responsible for: (i) management of international lands and coastal borders, (ii)
strengthening of border guarding, and (iii) creation of infrastructure such as roads, fencing, and
lighting of borders.

Construction of border outposts is one of the components of infrastructure at border areas. 
The Standing Committee on Home Affairs (2017) noted that the proposal to construct 509
outposts along the India-Bangladesh, and India-Pakistan borders had been reduced to 422
outposts in 2016.  It recommended that such a reduction should be reconsidered since 509
outposts would reduce the inter-border outpost distance to 3.5 kms, which is important for the
security of the country.

How is coastal security carried out?

Coastal security is jointly carried out by the Indian Navy, Indian Coast Guard, and marine police of
coastal states and Union Territories.  The MHA is implementing the Coastal Security Scheme to
strengthen the marine police of nine coastal states and four Union Territories by enhancing
surveillance, and improve patrolling in coastal areas.  Under this scheme, the Ministry sought to
construct coastal police stations, purchase boats, and acquire vehicles for patrolling on land,
among other objectives.

The Standing Committee on Home Affairs (2017) observed that the implementation of Phase-II of
this scheme within the set time-frame has not been possible.  It also noted that there was lack of
coordination between the Indian Navy, the Indian Coast Guard, and the coastal police.  In this
context, the Committee recommended that the Director General, Indian Coast Guard, should be
the nodal authority for coordinating operations related to coastal security.
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Sharing data across borders

Consider a scenario where a crime is committed in India and the suspect and victim are both
Indian citizens. If the suspect used a U.S.-based messaging service to plan the crime, an Indian
officer investigating would have to raise a request for data to the U.S. government where it is
stored.

FB, Twitter, Google asked to set up India servers

Two weeks ago, U.S. President Donald Trump signed the Clarifying Lawful Overseas Use of Data
Act (CLOUD Act), which will enable the U.S. government to enter into agreements with like-
minded states for cross-border data sharing. This will allow law enforcement agencies from these
states to directly obtain electronic data, held by communication service providers headquartered in
the U.S., to combat crime. New Delhi, on the back of this development, will soon push for an India-
U.S. data sharing agreement to serve the interests of its law enforcement and, more importantly,
to make headway in the global cyber norms conversation.

Today, to prevent, mitigate or prosecute even a routine crime, a police officer seeks timely access
to electronic data. The data are often rendered inaccessible, largely due to two reasons. One,
popular service providers increasingly store electronic communications in the cloud, breaking the
data into “shards” and distributing the data across different countries. While these companies offer
services in India, they do not store the data locally. Two, the current U.S. law prohibits service
providers from disclosing user data to foreign law enforcement agencies.

The passing of the CLOUD Act comes at a time when the problematic data gathering practices of
Cambridge Analytica have occupied public discourse. The CLOUD Act, however, symbolises the
other, less explored side of the coin — when user data are sought for legitimate security needs.

The current system is broken

India in the first half of 2017 requested data from Facebook 9,853 times, of which only 54.3% were
met. Over the years, requests from Indian law enforcement to American service providers have
been on a steady rise.

UIDAI to share data with police for investigations

Companies like Facebook, however, can directly respond only to requests for “basic subscriber
information” — that is, data that a user provides at the time of signing up for a service (name,
email address, etc.). Indian law enforcement officials often point out that the police need access to
more information on the user, such as the content of an online conversation, to further their
investigations.

The police need this information not only for traditional crimes with a cyber element, but also for
more complex, transnational investigations. Cross-border crimes such as cases of online
radicalisation would require agents to access data that are stored abroad.

Currently, an officer in India would have to make a request for electronic data under the India-U.S.
Mutual Legal Assistance Treaty to access content data held by a U.S. company. This process has
often been criticised by the Indian police for being time consuming, sometimes even taking as long
as three years, as well as being cumbersome and outdated.

A workaround
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Following years of negotiations between foreign law enforcement officials and the U.S.
government, the latter has managed to find a workaround through the CLOUD Act. The law has
been introduced to alleviate not just the concerns of other states but also its own, as was seen in
the legal battle between the U.S. government and Microsoft over access to an email. With the
enactment of the CLOUD Act, an Indian officer for the purposes of an investigation will no longer
have to make a request to the U.S. government but can approach the company directly.

However, to operationalise the new data sharing arrangement through a bilateral agreement, the
U.S. establishment has introduced an important caveat. The U.S. requires the foreign states to
share a common commitment to the rule of law and the protection of privacy and other civil
liberties. India would be considered to satisfy these requirements based on a determination by the
U.S. Attorney General.

Among many commitments, to qualify for an executive agreement, India will need to ensure that
its authorities collect, retain, use and share data as per an established procedure. In addition,
Indian laws must provide for electronic data requests to be reviewed by a court or other
independent authority. As of now, India falls short of these requirements. However, with the
government looking to legislate on a new data protection law, this can soon change.

Madhulika Srikumar is a Junior Fellow with the Cyber Initiative at Observer Research Foundation,
New Delhi

The India-Japan economic relationship remains underwhelming in relation to strategic ties
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‘India third most vulnerable country to cyber threats’

India emerged as the third most vulnerable country in terms of risk of cyber threats, such as
malware, spam and ransomware, in 2017, moving up one place over previous year, according to a
report by security solutions provider Symantec.

In 2017, 5.09% of global threats detected were in India, slightly less than 5.11% in 2016. The U.S.
(26.61%) was most vulnerable to such attacks, followed by China (10.95%), according to ‘Internet
Security Threat Report’.

The global threat ranking is based on eight metrics — malware, spam, phishing, bots, network
attacks, web attacks, ransomware and cryptominers.

As per the report, India continues to be second most impacted by spam and bots, third most
impacted by network attacks, and fourth most impacted by ransomware.

The report also pointed out that with the threat landscape becoming more diverse, attackers are
working harder to discover new avenues of attack and cover their tracks while doing so.

“From the sudden spread of WannaCry and Petya/NotPetya, to the swift growth in coinminers,
2017 provided us with another reminder that digital security threats can come from new and
unexpected sources,” it said.

Cyber criminals, it said, are rapidly adding “cryptojacking” to their arsenal as the ransomware
market becomes overpriced and overcrowded.

Real threat

“Cryptojacking is a rising threat to cyber and personal security,” Tarun Kaura, Director, Enterprise
Security Product Management, Asia Pacific and Japan, at Symantec said, adding that, “The
massive profit incentive puts people, devices and organisations at risk of unauthorised coinminers
siphoning resources from their systems, further motivating criminals to infiltrate everything from
home PCs to giant data centers.”

“This coin mining gold rush resulted in an 8,500% increase in detections of coinminers on endpoint
computers during the final quarter of 2017.”

While the immediate impact of coin mining is typically performance related — slowing down
devices, overheating batteries and in some cases, rendering devices unusable— there are
broader implications, particularly for organisations. “Corporate networks are at risk of shutdown
from coinminers aggressively propagated across their environment. There may also be financial
implications for organisations who get billed for cloud CPU usage by coinminers,” Symantec said.
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Modern Weapons to Tackle Terrorist and Naxalite activities
Ministry of Home Affairs

Modern Weapons to Tackle Terrorist and Naxalite activities

Posted On: 04 APR 2018 5:43PM by PIB Delhi

Modernisation of Police Forces is a continuous process and their requirement of modern weapons
keeps evolving over time. The Central Armed Police Forces (CAPFs) are provided with latest
state-of-the-art weapons as per their requirement to tackle the terrorist and naxalite activities in the
country. For further modernisation of the CAPFs, a Modernisation Plan-II for CAPFs is under
implementation.

So far as State Police Forces are concerned, they are primarily the responsibility of the States.
However, the Government of India supplements the efforts of State Governments by providing
central assistance to strengthen police infrastructure. To equip the security system with state-of-
the-art technology in view of the increasing terrorist and naxalite activities in the country, the
Government has approved an enhanced outlay under the umbrella scheme of “Modernisation of
Police Forces (MPF)” with a total outlay of Rs. 25,061 crore. Under this umbrella scheme, a sub-
scheme of “Assistance to States for Modernization of Police” with an outlay of Rs. 7,380 crore has
been approved for the period from 2017-18 to 2019-20. This sub-scheme is in continuation of the
scheme of Modernisation of State Police Forces. Under this sub-scheme central assistance to
States is provided for acquisition of security/surveillance/communication equipments, modern
weaponry, forensic equipments etc. 

This was stated by the Minister of State for Home Affairs, Shri Hanraj Gangaram Ahir in a written
reply to a question in the Rajya Sabha today.

 

****  

BB/NK/PK/AK/4223

(Release ID: 1527652) Visitor Counter : 434

Read this release in: Tamil
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Pakistan preparing terrorist database

Jamaat-ud-Dawa chief Hafiz Saeed.AFPARIF ALI  

Apart from introducing specific legislation to permanently ban Hafiz Saeed’s Jamaat-ud-Dawa,
Pakistani government is also preparing a consolidated database of known terrorists and terrorist
organisations.

The database, which would be accessible to the country’s financial institutions and law
enforcement agencies, will help the regime to tackle money laundering and terror financing.

Islamabad had declared the JuD banned in February and taken control of its assets, including
schools and health centres. However, Saeed was not detained.

Damage control

Dawn reported on Sunday that the government’s move to prepare a draft Bill that would amend
the Anti-Terrorism Act (ATA) of 1997 is part of its damage control campaign after the Financial
Action Task Force (FATF) placed the country on its money laundering and terror financing grey list
in February.

Ahead of the FATF meeting in Paris, President Mamnoon Hussain had promulgated an ordinance
in February amending the ATA to include entities listed by the United Nations Security Council
(UNSC) as proscribed groups.

Amendments were made to the ATA’s Section 11-B, which sets out parameters for proscription of
groups; and Section 11-EE, which describes the grounds for the listing of individuals. In both
sections, Sub-Section ‘aa’ was added.

According to the sub-section, organisations and individuals “listed under the United Nations
(Security Council) Act, 1948 (XIV of 1948), or” will be included in the First Schedule (for
organisations) and Fourth Schedule (for individuals), respectively.

Freezing, seizure rules

The Dawn report on Sunday said that the government would also work on the ATA’s freezing and
seizure rules and ensure that Anti-Terrorism Amendment Ordinance 2018 is enacted through the
Parliament, according to the draft action plan.

Saeed, who has been declared a global terrorist by the UN, has challenged the JuD ban in
Islamabad High Court and Lahore High Court. He claims that these steps were taken under
pressure from the U.S. and India.

Saeed was under detention for about nine months last year but released by Lahore High Court
after the government failed to bring specific charges.

The JuD is believed to be a front organisation of the Lashkar-e-Taiba, which was responsible for
the Mumbai attacks of 2008.
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‘We should have done more to protect data’

Time to testify:Mark Zuckerberg leaving a meeting on Capitol Hill, Washington, on Monday.APJ.
Scott Applewhite  

Facebook Inc’s chief executive Mark Zuckerberg told Congress on Monday that the social media
network should have done more to prevent itself and its members’ data being misused and offered
a broad apology to lawmakers.

His conciliatory tone precedes two days of Congressional hearings where Mr. Zuckerberg is set to
answer questions about Facebook user data being improperly appropriated by a political
consultancy and the role the network played in the U.S. 2016 election.

‘A big mistake’

“We didn’t take a broad enough view of our responsibility, and that was a big mistake,” he said in
remarks released by the U.S. House Energy and Commerce Committee on Monday. “It was my
mistake, and I’m sorry. I started Facebook, I run it, and I’m responsible for what happens here.”

Mr. Zuckerberg was meeting with lawmakers on Capitol Hill on Monday ahead of his scheduled
appearance before two Congressional committees on Tuesday and Wednesday.

Top of the agenda in the forthcoming hearings will be Facebook’s admission that the personal
information of up to 87 million users, mostly in the U.S., may have been improperly shared with
political consultancy Cambridge Analytica.

But lawmakers are also expected to press him on a range of issues, including the 2016 election.
“Its clear now that we didn’t do enough to prevent these tools from being used for harm...” his
testimony continued.

“That goes for fake news, foreign interference in elections, and hate speech, as well as developers
and data privacy.”

Facebook, which has 2.1 billion monthly active users, said on Sunday that it plans tell users users
whose data may have been shared with Cambridge Analytica. Facebook has about 15,000 people
working on security and content review, rising to more than 20,000 by the end of 2018, Mr.
Zuckerberg’s testimony said.
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Questions beyond Facebook

“By entering these premises you are agreeing to be photographed and video recorded,” read a
signboard at the Walter E. Washington Convention Center in Washington DC that several
thousand crossed this weekend to view the annual USA Science & Engineering Festival Expo.
Hardly anyone noticed that, pretty much the way we all signed up for our Facebook accounts. In
slices of the future that were on showcase inside were micro-sensors on the body that would
capture health parameters around the clock, nano robots that could swim through the bloodstream
and talk with robotic doctors, and airport cameras which could scan passengers to see if they were
carrying some diseases into the country. “You will be called the Mars generation,” a NASA
scientist told excited children, and horrified parents, at one of the presentations. Facebook, if it
continues to rely only on people’s proactive exhibitionism for its data and business, might face the
fate of floppy disks, as these children grow up.

What the age of acceleration has done to its defining icon, the 33-year-old Mark Zuckerberg, and
one of the richest persons on the planet, is a stark illustration of its cruelty. Mr. Zuckerberg will be
appearing before two U.S. Congressional committees this week as an accused struggling to
defend his actions and honour, a far cry from being the liberal hero that he was around this time
last year. Then he, and other leaders of the tech industry in Seattle and Silicon Valley, had taken
public positions against President Donald Trump’s anti-immigration policies.

Give me another chance: Zuckerberg on leading Facebook

The specific details of Facebook’s arrangement with Cambridge Analytica, the British political
consulting firm that mined data from the social media platform for the Trump presidential campaign
for 2016, revolves around the breach of the terms of usage between the two. The fundamental
principle that Facebook can and will share data is not under any serious examination at the
moment. Most business models of the emergent, technology-driven future are based on the
presumed ability to harvest, analyse and sell data. American lawmakers will come up with some
sharp indictment of Mr. Zuckerberg, but there is limited reflection on the structural changes in the
country’s economic and political system.

According to futurist Raymond Kurzweil, what is unprecedented about the current advancement of
technology is the pace at which it is enhancing human capabilities. A rocket enhances our ability
to travel, more than the plane, which was more than the car, which was more than walking.
Similarly, our ability to see, think, respond, talk… From that perspective, Facebook is an enhanced
town square, or our village chai shop where people declared their political and social preferences
and prejudices quite openly. Those utterances have never been private, but Facebook has
allowed individuals to expand their reach beyond all geographical limitations. Politicians, who
responded to tea shop rants and town square graffiti, began to respond to social media chatter
using the same medium. Mitt Romney and Barack Obama, Hillary Clinton and Donald Trump,
Narendra Modi and Rahul Gandhi, all used this.

At various points romanticists dreamed that such openness of people’s views would not only help
the rise of the first African American president but also spread democracy in West Asia and break
up Chinese communism in a global digital insurgency. Facebook, far from being the cocoon of
privacy, was designed to be the ultimate town square for the democrats, and a paradise for the
exhibitionist.

Facebook revamps privacy policy on the heels of data breach scandal

A combination of computing power and the widespread availability of data takes this extension of
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human activities to a level of efficiency humanly impossible. We can ask 10 friends and find out
what is the best Chinese restaurant nearby, but Grubhub has it ready on phone. It can predict
what you might want to order next; Uber could alert you a day before a travel date that you might
want a ride to the airport; Airbnb reminds you to book a place to stay once you have booked a
ticket. When you buy a painkiller, sellers of other painkillers would send you advertisements
comparing theirs with what you bought. If you buy honey from Costco, Twitter tells you about the
benefits of going organic with honey.

Nobody can beat Amazon in the game, because that is really where you put your money. Amazon,
Google, Microsoft and numerous other companies hold data that Facebook cannot even dream of.
Most of the things that Facebook knows about us are information that we have proactively shared;
but the overall ecosystem of targeted advertisements online follows the digital trail that we leave
behind every moment, most of it unwittingly but a large part of it unavoidably. For instance, as long
as you are carrying a mobile phone, your location is not private.

This efficiency can be deeply unsettling for the life that we are used to. In 2012, an American
teenager began receiving coupons for baby products from the supermarket Target. The outraged
father of the teenager rushed to the local Target outlet, where the manager apologised to him. But
as it turned out, the data analytics of Target that mapped the sale of 25 products to assign a
pregnancy score to individual customers knew better than the father. The girl was pregnant and
the Target algorithm guessed it right. In Homo Deus: A Brief History of Tomorrow, Yuval Noah
Harari argues that voting in elections is something that algorithms will do more efficiently than
humans. Humans are easily swayed by campaign jingles, slogans and emotions in the last
moment, but a software that tracks our emotions, interests and preferences over a longer period of
time could take a more rational decision on who to vote.

While private companies are interested in gathering data for optimised marketing and product
strategies, the state is interested in collecting data from citizens directly and by claiming control
over data collected by private entities. The state has primarily two purposes, of planning and
security. From traffic management to disease control, and urban planning to population
management, aggregated private data could be of immense value in public planning. In a widely
reported case from 2016, the Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) invoked an 18th century law to
force Apple to break the encryption in a phone used by a shooter. Apple refused. The judicial
dispute ended with the FBI withdrawing its demand after it broke into the phone with the help of a
third party, but the underlying question remains unresolved. James Comey, former director of the
FBI, had repeatedly called for resetting the privacy-security balance, which he believed is tilted too
far in favour of privacy.

Issues involved in managing metadata are a subset of the issues created by the underlying
technological disruption, but the debates often custom target our outrage at the company or the
CEO in the dock at the particular moment. Examining the structural transformation of capitalism,
which essentially is its unprecedented acceleration aided by technology, and its impact on
democracy, would be more meaningful.

varghese.g@thehindu.co.in
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CRPF is the strongest pillar of the country’s internal security apparatus: Vice President
Vice President's Secretariat

CRPF is the strongest pillar of the country’s internal security
apparatus: Vice President

Ballot is infinitely more powerful than the bullet;

Terrorism, the enemy of humanity must be rooted out;

Peace is the pre-condition for progress and development;

Decorates officers and men with Gallantry Medals on the
occasion of CRPF Valour Day

Posted On: 09 APR 2018 6:13PM by PIB Delhi

The Vice President of India, Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu has said that CRPF is truly the strongest
pillar of the country’s internal security apparatus. He was addressing the gathering after decorating
CRPF officers and men with Gallantry Medals on the occasion of Valour Day, here today. The
Director General, CRPF, Shri R.R. Bhatnagar and other dignitaries were present on the occasion.

The Vice President said that the CRPF is indeed a glorious Force and he was proud of the rich
tradition of Valour, Courage and Professionalism that it has always stood for. He congratulated all
officers and men who have been decorated today with Gallantry Medals. 

The Vice President lauded the immense contribution made by CRPF in upholding the unity and
integrity of the country and the very critical role it continues to play in cementing the internal
security framework of the country. He further said that responding to the evolving demands over
time, the force has been expanding and carrying forward its tradition of professionalism and
setting new benchmarks of bravery and Valour over the years.

The Vice President said that the sacrifices at Hot Springs, the Battle of Sardar Post in the Rann of
Kutch, safeguarding the pillars of democracy in the Parliament attack, averting the attack of
Ayodhya are the events which have no parallel in the history of Armed Police Forces. He further
said that CRPF personnel have set many unprecedented examples of gallant action fighting
against anti-national elements and upholding the integrity and sovereignty of the Nation. This saga
of gallantry and Valour will continue to inspire all of us, he added.

The Vice President said that besides playing a key role in assisting the states in maintaining public
order, CRPF is also guarding several vital installations and the Parliament House. It is truly the
strongest pillar of the country’s internal security apparatus, he added.

The Vice President said the CRPF played a commendable role while operating in Jammu &
Kashmir where the Force launched many operations during the last one year. He further said that
by controlling terrorism effectively, they have put in place Community Action Programmes that
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enhance their credibility and acceptability. It is a matter of great relief that due to these continuous
operations, there is a significant decrease in terrorist activities, he added.

Following is the text of Vice President’s address:

I feel honoured to stand here today to pay homage and salutations to the brave Martyrs of this
great Force on the occasion of Valour Day for their supreme sacrifice. This is indeed a
glorious Force and I am proud of the rich tradition of Valour, Courage and Professionalism
that the CRPF has always stood for. I congratulate all officers and men who have been
decorated today with Gallantry Medals.

●

I am happy to note the immense contribution made by CRPF in upholding the unity and integrity of
the country and the very critical role it continues to play in cementing the internal security
framework of the country. The Force which started off as a single Battalion in 1939 was renamed
as the Central Reserve Police in 1949. Responding to the evolving demands over time, the force
has been expanding and carrying forward its tradition of professionalism and setting new
benchmarks of bravery and valour over the years.

The sacrifices at Hot Springs, the Battle of Sardar Post in the Rann of Kutch, safeguarding the
pillars of democracy in the Parliament attack, averting the attack of Ayodhya are the events which
have no parallel in the history of Armed Police Forces. CRPF personnel have set many
unprecedented examples of gallant action fighting against anti-national elements and upholding
the integrity and sovereignty of the Nation.

Today, we recall the tale of valour of almost five decades ago. On 9th April, 1965, a heavily
outnumbered small contingent of CRPF created an unparalleled feat in history by holding at bay
the Army Infantry Brigade of Pakistan for over 12 hours.  The manner in which CRPF men stood
their ground against the enemy, adopting right tactics and deployment, forced the Pakistani
Brigade to retreat. Eight CRPF men laid down their lives fighting the onslaught by enemy forces.
This saga of gallantry and valour will continue to inspire all of us.

I am extremely glad to note the multifarious duties being carried out by CRPF ranging from
counter-insurgency and counter-terrorist to anti-naxal operations in the conflict torn theatres.

Besides playing a key role in assisting the states in maintaining public order, I know that CRPF is
also guarding vital installations, including the Shrine of Mata Vaishno Devi in Jammu, Ram Janam
Bhoomi/Babri Masjid in Ayodhya, Kashi Vishwanath Temple /Gyanvapi Mosque in Varanasi,
Krishna Janam Bhoomi and Shaheedgah Masjid in Mathura and the Parliament House. It is truly
the strongest pillar of the country’s internal security apparatus.

Sisters and Brothers,

It is heartening to hear of the significant operational achievements of your Force in the recent
years in terms of area domination, ventures in Naxal infested terrains of Jharkhand and
Chhatisgarh and harnessing technology for effective Operations.

Equally commendable has been your operation in Jammu & Kashmir where the Force launched
many operations during the last one year. Controlling terrorism effectively, you have put in place
Community Action Programmes that enhance your credibility and acceptability. It is a matter of
great relief that due to these continuous operations, there is a significant decrease in terrorist
activities.

Today, once again, Kashmir is regaining its past glory as a major tourist attraction because of the
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hard work and sacrifice of CRPF personnel. The peaceful conduct of Shri Amaranth Ji Yatra is yet
another testimony of the dexterous professional approach of the Force and its capabilities. I am
happy that CRPF has also started a helpline named as ‘Madadgar’ for the people of Jammu and
Kashmir which operates 24x7 for providing help in cases of natural calamities, harassment by
mischief-mongers, eve-teasing, domestic  violence etc. This will further strengthen the bond
between the people and the Force.

Sisters and Brothers,

Ballot is infinitely more powerful than the bullet and Terrorism, the enemy of humanity must be
rooted out.

You have demonstrated exemplary courage over the years.  You have faced innumerable threats
to your life bravely.  You have done your duty with devotion and determination.

The country is proud of your achievements.  We recognize the valiant efforts and the supreme
sacrifices you have made. The 1693 Gallantry medals you have been awarded are an eloquent
testimony of your professional excellence.

I am pleased that there are 5 women Battalions and Women squads have also been formed for
controlling riots.

Sisters and Brothers,

You have enabled peaceful conduct of elections. You have won a number of medals and awards
in various National and International Sports events. You have been taking active part in the
important national programmes on sanitation and clean environment like Swach Bharat and the
‘Namami Gange’ project. I would like to congratulate Captain Harinadh who got the award in the
short film category in a competition organized by Ministry of Drinking Water and Sanitation.

I am delighted that CRPF is taking part in ‘Digital India’ campaign of our Hon’ble Prime Minister
and that in a survey conducted by Intelligence Bureau with the help of National Institute of
Electronic and Information Technology, CRPF website was declared the best website.

Sisters and Brothers

You have demonstrated that your Force has the ‘strength’ to fight enemies of humanity but also
the ‘heart’ to serve the needy. You have brought the sick and pregnant women to nearby city
hospitals, you have held medical camps, imparted vocational training to youths, constructed
community centres and provided sports and other utilities items to villagers.

You have been providing security cover for construction of 18 major roads in Chhattisgarh.

Your commitment to accelerate development is indeed laudable. We cannot have progress without
peace. Peace is the pre-condition for progress and development.

Through your actions, you create the right conditions for fostering peace and development. Your
work strikes fear in lawless hearts and removes the fear from the hearts of law abiding citizens.

Sisters and Brothers,

This day is a day of commemoration, a day of recollection of past glory and a day of reaffirmation
of our firm commitment to national security. 
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I offer you my sincerest greetings and commend you on your outstanding achievements.

I am hopeful that your valour and courage will make our country a more peaceful place in the
years to come.

Jai Hind.”

***

AKT/BK/RK
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What social media platforms and search engines know about you

The Facebook scandal involving the harvesting of data from tens of millions of users has raised a
lot of questions about social media and search engines.

As Facebook founder and CEO Mark Zuckerberg testifies before the US Congress this week on
protecting user data, here is a primer on what they know about you:

Social media

Facebook, which has more than two billion users, has access to everything you do on the site: the
photos and videos you post, your comments, your 'likes,' anything you share or consult, the
identity of your friends and any other users you interact with, your location and other information.

Ditto for Instagram and WhatsApp, which are owned by Facebook, and for Snapchat and Twitter.
A user can control some sharing of their Facebook data with privacy settings and the ad
preferences page.

What it sells: Facebook insists it does not sell advertisers personally identifiable information or
even aggregate data. What it provides an advertiser with is the ability to reach a specific
demographic, which enhances the effectiveness of an ad campaign. Twitter, for its part, provides
access to an internal search engine that sweeps up all messages on the site.

What it shares: Most social media platforms are open to outside developers who create apps fed
in varying degrees by using data from users of these networks. In the case of Facebook, the public
profile the whole page for some people, or just the first and last name and photo for others — does
not require authorization from the user, but accessing the rest may require a separate OK from the
user.

Once data is mined by outside apps, it is no longer in the grasp of Facebook and trying to get hold
of it again is difficult.

"Once people had access to that data, Facebook has no way of knowing for sure what they did
with that data," said Ryan Matzner, co-founder of mobile app designer Fueled. "It's like sending an
email to somebody and then saying: 'What did they do with that email?' You don't know."

Only bank and payment details held by Facebook are off-limits.

Search engines

What they collect: Google, Yahoo and Bing gather all information involving searches including the
websites that are accessed and the location of the user. This can be integrated with information
from other services owned by the internet giants.

"You don't have to tell Google your age and your gender and all those things. They can determine
all of that based on so many other factors," said Chirag Shah, a computer science professor at
Rutgers University.

What they sell: like social networks, their revenue comes largely from advertising. They do not sell
data, but rather access to a consumer with very specific characteristics.

This comes from compiling search engine data but also, in the case of Google, from searches and
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content viewed on its YouTube platform. Google used to also mine the content of Gmail before
ending this practice in June.

What they share: Like social media networks, search engines share data with developers and
third-party app makers.

Are there limits?

In the United States there are practically no laws against the use of data from social media or
search engines.

But the Federal Trade Commission did sanction Facebook in 2011 for its handling of personal
data.

In Canada and Europe, there are some limits on the use of data, mainly involving health.

Facebook was fined 110 million euros ($135.7 million) by the European Commission last year for
sharing personal data with WhatsApp.

In an attempt to harmonize data privacy laws, the EU's General Data Protection Regulation is to
go into force on May 25.

Receive the best of The Hindu delivered to your inbox everyday!

Please enter a valid email address.

Several users were surprised to learn recently that Facebook had been collecting information
about whom they texted or called and for how long.
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Enhanced telecom in LWE regions

To enhance mobile communication in regions affected by left wing extremism (LWE), the
government plans to install more than 4,000 mobile towers across 10 States at an estimated cost
of over Rs. 7,300 crore, to be funded through the Universal Obligation Fund. The proposal, which
will soon be taken up for approval by the Union Cabinet, aims to provide calling as well as internet
facility to security forces and citizens in 96 districts.

This will be the second phase of the project. The first phase, under which setting up of about 2,200
towers with a project cost of Rs. 3,568 crore, was approved by Cabinet in August 2014 and
completed in about 18 months. However, while only 2G connectivity was provided in the first
phase, the second phase will have 3G and 4G connectivity.

“The completion of Phase 1 of the project has enabled better communication and coordination
between security forces, leading to a reduction in the number of Naxal attacks. There is a need to
fast track Phase 2, set up basic infrastructure,” said a government official, who did not wish to be
named.

A draft note on the proposal has been circulated and will be brought up for approval from the
Cabinet soon.

However, it is likely that the government may not be able to complete the project before the 2019
general elections.

Phase 1 of the project was implemented by Bharat Sanchar Nigam Limited (BSNL), a public sector
enterprise, due to security reasons. However, BSNL currently does not have 4G spectrum. It has
requested the Department of Telecom (DoT) for it and is hopeful of rolling out pan India 4G
services (except in Delhi and Mumbai) next year.

The official added that it has been decided to upgrade the technology after the Ministry of Home
Affairs (MHA) raised no objection to 2G and 4G technology for voice and data services “as it does
not have any security implication”.
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A promise of reform

After many false starts, the BJP government issued an order on Wednesday which could lead to
the undertaking of the much-awaited higher defence reforms. The formation of a high-powered
Defence Planning Committee (DPC) under the chairmanship of National Security Advisor Ajit
Doval with a well-defined mandate is a significant step by the government in its final year. A
permanent body, comprising the Chairman Chiefs of Staff Committee (COSC), service chiefs,
Defence Secretary, Foreign Secretary and Secretary (expenditure) in the Finance Ministry, it will
prepare a draft national security strategy besides undertaking a strategic defence review and
formulating an international defence engagement strategy. Considering the past record of the
government appointed committees on national security whose reports lie buried deep inside
official vaults, this move is bound to be met with scepticism. But the new committee holds promise
and significance in its conception and charter.

First and foremost, the DPC is a permanent institutional mechanism with a specified charter which
means that it not only can make recommendations, but can also follow up on their implementation.
This takes care of the biggest lacuna in the reports produced so far by high-powered committees,
which are usually full of retired officials with little authority in government. The DPC has top
bureaucrats from three important ministries, and is chaired by the NSA who is backed by the PM’s
political mandate. Bringing these officials together on one platform can obviate the usual
bureaucratic problem of important issues being moved on file only, to be debated in silos in
different ministries.

Over the years, the national security setup has come under enormous criticism where the defence
services are perceived to be cut off from the diplomatic initiatives of the government and ignorant
of budgetary resources. If nothing else, this new committee should help the armed forces prioritise
their procurement plans to reflect diplomatic and financial realities. The DPC would also give the
armed forces an institutional role in higher policy formulation, which has been lacking so far. But
over-dependence on such a high-powered committee to achieve defence planning goals also
carries the danger of over-centralisation of national security initiatives in one official, the NSA. This
personality-centric decision-making may not be healthy in a democratic system where the
government is accountable to the citizens through Parliament. National security is too important to
be left to the generals alone. Or to the bureaucrats. Or solely to the NSA.
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A Big Boost for Chhattisgarh: Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi Inaugurates Railway Line in the
Maoist Heartland
Ministry of Railways

A Big Boost for Chhattisgarh: Prime Minister Shri Narendra
Modi Inaugurates Railway Line in the Maoist Heartland

Posted On: 18 APR 2018 6:28PM by PIB Delhi

Prime Minister Shri Narendra Modi recently inaugurated a railway line and passenger train service
in the insurgency-infested Kanker district in North Bastar, Chhattisgarh. The much-awaited railway
line, which connects Dallirajhara in Balod district to Bhanupratappur in North Bastar was flagged
off by the Prime Minister via video-conferencing on the birth anniversary of the architect of
Constitution Dr Babasaheb Ambedkar at village Jangla in Bijapur district. The inaugural passenger
train was run by all – women staff.

The railway track is part of the rail project linking Dallirajhara – Rowghat – Jagdalpur, which is 235
km long. With the inauguration of the new line, North Bastar (Kanker) is linked to Durg – Raipur
directly. Dallirajhara-Rowghat – Jagdalpur line will reduce rail distance between Raipur to
Jagdalpur by about 260 kms. This will boost socio-economic interaction between the capital of
Chattisgarh and backward areas in and around Bastar region.

           Apart from boosting people to people interaction, this railway line will contribute to
exploration and development of iron ore-rich Rowghat. At present Bhilai Steel Plant gets its iron-
ore supplies from Dallirajhara mines. Iron ore reserves of these mines are depleting day by day. In
future, Rowghat mines will be the primary source of iron ore for Bhilai Steel Plant.

Dallirajhara – Rowghat – Jagdalpur project is being executed in two phases Dallirajhara to
Rowghat (95 kms) and Rowghat to Jagdalpur(140kms). The first phase is being executed by Rail
Vikas Nigam Limited, a PSU under the Ministry of Railways. It is being funded completely by Steel
Authority of India Limited. Out of total 95 kms two sections, Dallirajhara – Rowghat and Rowghat –
Bhanupratappur, 17 kms each has been completed and dedicated to the nation. Work on the
remaining section of 60 kms is in progress. The second phase between Rowghat to Jagdalpur
(140 Kms )is being executed by IRCON, , a PSU under the Ministry of Railways. Cost of this
phase is being shared between IRCON(26%), NMDC(43%), SAIL(21%) and Govt. of
Chhattisgarh(10%).

This project after completion will bring remote, densely forested areas over rail map of
Chhattisgarh. Rowghat will develop as growth point with forward and backward linkages and will
have the overall positive impact on economic development of surrounding region. As this line will
connect people of this region to Capital City Raipur, it would help open new opportunities of higher
education and tertiary medical care for the people of this region. This rail line can truly be said as
“Pragati Ki Railgaadi” for people of this region.

*****
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Government’s new policy paying dividends in containing Left Wing Extremism
Ministry of Home Affairs

Government’s new policy paying dividends in containing
Left Wing Extremism

Posted On: 16 APR 2018 10:30AM by PIB Delhi

The Union Ministry of Home Affairs (MHA) has been implementing the ‘National Policy and Action
Plan’ since 2015 to combat Left Wing Extremism (LWE). This envisages a multi-pronged strategy
involving security and development related measures.

The significant features of the new policy were zero tolerance towards violence coupled with a big
push to developmental activities so that benefits of development reached the poor and vulnerable
in the affected areas.

MHA had categorized 106 districts in 10 states as Left Wing Extremism affected. These districts
are covered under the Security Related Expenditure Scheme (SRE) of the MHA for the purpose of
reimbursement of security related expenditure like transportation, communication, hiring of
vehicles, stipend for surrendered Maoists, temporary infrastructure for forces etc to the states. Out
of 106 districts, 35 districts which accounted for 80-90 % of country-wide LWE violence were
categorized as ‘Most Affected Districts’. This categorization provided the basis for focused
deployment of resources - both security and development related. Over the last few years, a
number of districts have been carved into smaller districts. This has resulted in the geographical
area of the 106 SRE districts to be spread over 126 districts and that of the 35 most affected
districts to be expanded to 36 districts.

Over the last four years, there has been a substantial improvement in the LWE scenario. Incidents
of violence have seen a 20% decline with a 34% reduction in related deaths in 2017 as compared
to 2013. The geographical spread of LWE violence also shrunk from 76 districts in 2013 to just 58
districts in 2017. Besides, just 30 of these districts account for 90% of the LWE violence in the
country. At the same time certain new districts have emerged as the focus of expansion by the
Left Wing Extremists.

MHA recently undertook a comprehensive exercise in consultation with the States to review the
affected districts in order to ensure that the deployment of resources is in sync with the changed
ground reality. Accordingly, 44 districts have been excluded and 08 new districts have been added
to the list of SRE districts.

In order to counter Maoist efforts to expand their influence in the tribal areas at the tri-junction of
Kerala, Karnataka and Tamil Nadu, three districts of Kerala have been included in the list of SRE
Districts. Despite the fact that there is hardly any violence in the new districts, the move is pre-
emptive.

As a result of the exercise, 90 districts in 11 States will now be covered by the Scheme, down from
126. The list of ‘Most Affected Districts’ has been pruned to 30, down from 36. The revised
categorization is a more realistic representation of the actual LWE scenario.

***
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AFSPA lifted from parts of Arunachal Pradesh

The official said the decision was taken in the wake of significant improvement of the security
situation in the State. Except for Tripura and Manipur, the Centre was issuing such notifications for
Assam, Nagaland, Arunachal Pradesh and Meghalaya.

Last year, the Home Ministry gave up its power and asked the Assam govt. to take a decision on
continuing AFSPA in the State.

The Act is effective in the whole of Nagaland, Assam, Manipur (excluding seven Assembly
constituencies of Imphal).

In Arunachal Pradesh it was in force in 16 police stations and in Tirap, Longding and Changlang
districts bordering Assam. Tripura withdrew AFSPA in 2015.

The official said 2017 recorded the lowest insurgency incidents and casualties among civilians and
security forces during the last two decades since 1997.

While insurgency has been wiped out in Tripura and Mizoram, there has been a marked
improvement in the security situation in Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland and Manipur, the official
said.

“In Assam, sustained counter-insurgency operations against NDFB (S) have resulted in the killing
of 63 cadres and the arrest of 1,052 cadres/linkmen besides recovery of huge arms and
ammunition between December 2014 and March this year,” the official said.

Across the north-east, there has been a reduction of 96% in casualties among the security forces
from 289 in 1997 to 12 in 2017.

Civilian casualties also dropped by 96% from 907 in the year 2000 to 37 last year, the official
added.

“Insurgency incidents reduced by 85%, from 1,963 incidents in the year 2000 to 308 in 2017. So
far as kidnapping and abductions are concerned, there has been a 40% drop from 168 incidents in
2016 to 102 last year,” the official said.

On March 20, Minister of State Hansraj Gangaram Ahir informed the Lok Sabha that the Centre
was considering a proposal to make AFSPA more “operationally effective and humane.”

Foreign tourists, except those from Pakistan, China and Afghanistan, would now be allowed to
visit Nagaland, Mizoram and Manipur. The Home Ministry has relaxed the six-decade-old
Protected Area Permit regime in the three States for five years with effect from April 1.

Under the Foreigners (Protected Areas) Order, 1958, all areas falling between the Inner line and
the International Border of some States were declared as protected areas. Citizens from Pakistan,
China and Afghanistan, however, continue to be banned from all PAP areas, including Nagaland,
Mizoram and Manipur. As per a December 30, 2010 circular of the Ministry, Manipur, Mizoram and
Nagaland were excluded from the protected area regime initially for one year from January 1,
2011, subject to some conditions.
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Revisiting AFSPA

From driverless cars to smart speakers, ieDecode demystifies new technology

The Centre has done well to withdraw the Armed Forces Special Powers Act (AFSPA) from the
entire Meghalaya state and restrict its operation to parts of Arunachal Pradesh. These states have
not reported any incidents of insurgency in 2017. Three years ago, the Act was withdrawn from
Tripura after the Manik Sarkar government sought its removal on the ground that it had ended
insurgency in the state. It is only right that the government acknowledges and rewards a people for
holding the peace. The Act continues to be in operation in Assam, Nagaland and most parts of
Manipur.

The AFSPA is a draconian law that gives enormous discretionary powers to the armed forces over
a civilian population. Of course, it is imposed in extreme situations and on the plea of the local
administration that it is unable to enforce the writ of the state. However, once in place,
administrations tend to be reluctant to lift the Act, a modified version of a 1942 colonial law
devised to subjugate local populations. For instance, the AFSPA has been in force in Meghalaya
for the past 27 years though the state ceased to have any active insurgency years ago. It was
reluctantly withdrawn from the Imphal Municipal Area in 2004 after several civil society campaigns
— the hunger strike by Irom Sharmila being the most high-profile of them — and public
mobilisations in Manipur. The Assam government declared the entire state “disturbed” and
embraced the cover of the Act in February this year, though militancy in the state has nearly
petered out. Clearly, the government loves this law, which causes the suspension of basic civil
rights. However, a 2016 Supreme Court judgment clarified that the notion that the Act provides a
free hand to security forces is flawed. Ruling on a petition filed by the Extra Judicial Execution
Victims Families Association, a representative platform of people in Manipur whose kin have
allegedly been killed by security forces, the Court held that due process needs to be followed in
civilian complaints reported from areas under the AFSPA and that the Act doesn’t provide blanket
immunity to army personnel in anti-insurgency operations.

The continuance of the Act in any region for extended periods symbolises, according to the apex
court, “failure of the civil administration and the armed forces”. This is most evident in Jammu and
Kashmir, where the Centre has continuously stonewalled pleas to lift the Act even when it had
opportunities to remove it from relatively peaceful districts and entrust the task of enforcing the
rule of law to local agencies. Worse, in cases like the shooting of three civilians in Shopian in
January this year, there have been attempts to ignore the rights discourse the 2016 SC order had
laid out and revert to the immunity argument. The Meghalaya experience will hopefully revive a
sober debate on the Act and its limits.
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Revisit AFSPA

The Centre’s decision to revoke the Armed Forces (Special Powers) Act in Meghalaya and reduce
its ambit in Arunachal Pradesh is welcome insofar as it signifies a willingness to reconsider the
use of the special law as and when the ground situation improves. The extent of ‘disturbed areas’
in Meghalaya was earlier limited to within 20 km of its border with Assam. The whole of Nagaland,
most of Assam, and Manipur excluding the areas falling under seven Assembly constituencies in
Imphal, continue to be under the law, which provides protection to the point of total immunity from
prosecution for the security forces operating in the notified areas. In Arunachal, the areas under
AFSPA have been reduced to the limits of eight police stations, instead of the previous 16, in three
districts bordering Assam. It was only last month that the Act was extended for six months in
Assam, even though the Union Home Ministry has said the situation has improved considerably.
AFSPA was extended in Nagaland by six months from January. There is no sign that the vigour of
the law will be diluted, but the area of its use may be progressively curtailed over time. It was
withdrawn in Tripura in 2015. Assam has been empowered to decide on how long it needs the
cover of AFSPA. Even though there is ample evidence that the law has created a sense of
impunity among the security forces wherever it has been invoked, the Centre is still far from
abrogating the Act, mainly because the Army favours its continuance.

What is AFSPA, and where is it in force?

Manipur had borne the brunt of Army excesses over the years. In a rare intervention in a matter
concerning internal security, in 2016 the Supreme Court had ruled that the armed forces cannot
escape investigation for excesses committed in the discharge of their duties even in ‘disturbed
areas’. It ordered a probe into specific cases. In other words, accountability for human rights
violations is sacrosanct and the legal protection offered by AFSPA cannot be absolute. During the
Budget session, Union Minister of State for Home Hansraj Gangaram Ahir informed the Lok Sabha
in a written reply that the government was considering a proposal to make AFSPA more
“operationally effective and humane”. In 2005, a committee headed by former Supreme Court
judge B.P. Jeevan Reddy was tasked by the then United Progressive Alliance government with
suggesting amendments to AFSPA. The committee recommended that the law be repealed
altogether, and that the Unlawful Activities (Prevention) Act be amended in a manner that would
enable insurgency and conflict to be tackled legally. Now that there is some degree of official
recognition that special laws for protecting armed forces personnel from the legal consequences of
their operations and excesses need not continue indefinitely, it is time for the Centre to revisit the
Jeevan Reddy committee report and find ways of humanising AFSPA, if not revoking it altogether.
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Blind To The Valley

From driverless cars to smart speakers, ieDecode demystifies new technology

The traditional difference between radicalism, extremism, militancy, terrorism and insurgency has
blurred over a period of time. Assemblies or speeches preaching radicalism, extremism or
militancy without violence are not a crime in the US. For long, the UK was accused of tolerating
“non-violent extremism”. But these activities could be punishable in India.

On the other hand, terrorism and insurgency are violent tactics employed by the first three
categories for religious or political ends. A terrorist could be a foreigner or local. He does not care
whether he gets local support or not. But the insurgent is always a local and needs local support
as he is fighting for a local cause. This is because insurgency arises when a section of the local
public starts supporting a cause against the mainstream, example being the Maoist uprising in
India. Insurgency could also happen if the original idea is catalysed from outside the country’s
borders, like the present Kashmir insurgency. Yet they are “our people” who have to be treated
differently from foreign terrorists.

History indicates that separate strategies were used while dealing with terrorism and insurgency. It
was always a “total war” against terrorism like the “War on Terror” in the wake of 9/11 or the war
against Islamic State. But insurgency was always dealt with by a combination of coercive action,
conciliation through talks and rehabilitation. The latter examples are the Hukbalahap rebellion in
Philippines (1946-54), Malaya (1948-60), Mau Mau in Kenya (1952-60), Northern Ireland (1969-
1996), and the Sikh, Naga and Maoist insurgencies in India.

Most of these resemble the latest phase of the Kashmir insurgency, which started in July 2016.
Like in Kashmir, both army and police had taken part in most counter-insurgency operations. The
Irish and Sikh insurgencies were aided by foreign help. So was the Naga uprising in its initial
period. Intense feelings against the government arose through a combination of factors like
intolerance (by the administration), repression and humiliation.

This vital difference is not understood by the Modi government in Kashmir Valley, although they
had followed it while talking to the Naga insurgents. J&K Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti
understands this and had recommended political dialogue. This was before the Hakripora
encounter (August 2017), when locals tried to obstruct security forces. This trend has accelerated
in 2018. This type of public support is not seen in any terrorism-affected countries, including
Afghanistan, Iraq or Syria. It is seen only in the Palestinian areas in Israel.

The Concerned Citizens’ Group led by senior BJP leader Yashwant Sinha had also anticipated
this trend in 2016 and advocated dialogue with the Valley residents, who were resentful of the
government’s attitude in describing all protesters as “puppets of Pakistan”. In October 2017, Sinha
said that we have “lost Kashmiris emotionally”.

To counter this, the Modi government asked former IB chief Dineshwar Sharma to talk to the
stakeholders. No doubt Sharma is an outstanding intelligence officer with considerable experience
in handling Kashmir. But intelligence officers are seldom appointed in democracies for leading
overt conflict resolution measures as they are seen as the hidden faces of government coercion.

Meanwhile, situation on the ground has deteriorated with the killing of more security forces (SF).
The South Asia Terrorism Portal (SATP) says deaths rose from an average of 166 during 2012-
2015 to 267 in 2016, 358 in 2017 and 96 in 2018 (till April 8). The BJP leadership and security
chiefs have claimed that this was due to better counter-terrorist action.
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Till 2015, more killings of security officials in India were done by the Maoists. In 2015, Maoists
killed 57 security officials, while Kashmir saw 41 deaths. From 2016 onwards, the trend changed.
Eighty-eight security officials were killed in 2016 and 83 in 2017 in the Valley compared to 66 and
74 in Maoist areas. This year, 25 security officials have been killed in Kashmir till April 8.

The NDA government fails to realise this fact due to its ideological and religious obsession in
treating all Valley protestors as Pakistan’s proxies. Another reason is the pathological hubris and
delusions of grandeur arising out of inexperience in dealing with such situations. The
government’s bluster is not backed by adequate capability. On May 14, 2017, the BJP’s strategic
adviser in Kashmir told a TV channel that his government would “eliminate” all terrorists and
militants.

The Modi government should listen to professional advice in formulating its Kashmir policy. The
results of wrong policies are borne by the security forces, not to mention the Valley public. In
August 2016, Northern Army Commander, Lt. General D S Hooda, recommended that “all”
including separatists and student protestors should “sit down and see if we can find an end”. Even
DGP (J&K), S P Vaid, told a prominent weekly on April 12, 2018 that “talks, including with
neighbour Pakistan, was the only solution to Kashmir issue”.

END

Downloaded from crackIAS.com

© Zuccess App by crackIAS.com


